Jewish Books List

· The books under each category are organized in either a specific or general order. They are arranged either because of chronology, importance, or as a measure of how interestering they are to read.
1) Essential Books that every Jewish house should have

a. The Stone Chumash (http://www.artscroll.com/stonechumash.html)

b. The Science of G-d (Dr. Gerald Schroeder) http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/076790303X/friendsofaishhat 
c. Permission to Believe (Lawrence Keleman) http://www.targum.com/product.php/30/permission-to-believe 

d. Permission to Receive http://www.targum.com/product.php/31/permission-to-receive 
2) Philosophy/Outlook

a. Anatomy of a Search (Akiva Tatz) http://www.artscroll.com/Books/anah.html 
b. Letters to a Buddhist Jew (Akiva Tatz) http://www.targum.com/product.php/203/letters-to-a-buddhist-jew 

c. Rejoice O Youth! (Avigdor Miller) http://www.seforimcenter.com/product.asp?cookiecheck=yes&numPageStartPosition=1&P_ID=4502&strPageHistory=cat&strKeywords=&strSearchCriteria=&PT_ID=72 

d. The Informed Soul (Dovid Gottlieb)

e. Kol Dodi Dofek: Listen My Beloved Knocks (Soloveitchik)

f. Be’er HaGolah (Maharal)
g. The Beast that Crouches at the Door

h. Strive for Truth (Eliyahu Dessler)

i. The Kuzari
3) Torah & Science

a. Genesis and the Big Bang (Gerald Schroeder)

b. In the Beginning (Dr. Nathan Aviezer)

c. Fossils and Faith (Nathan Aviezer)

4) Torah Commentary

a. Ner Uziel (Incredibly great commentary.) http://www.targum.com/product.php/93/ner-uziel 

5) Books By Aryeh Kaplan

a. Aryeh Kaplan Anthology I and II (Note: instead of buying the anthologies, you can also buy his mini-books individually: http://www.ou.org/publications/kaplan.html (I really enjoyed reading his book on Shabbat “Sabbath: Day of Enternity” in its mini-book form, because it was easier to read comfortably, and to enjoy (and to learn from) the wonderful content of this book.)

b. Immortality Resurrection and The Age of The Universe

c. Meditation and the Bible

6) Ramchal (Rav Moshe Chaim Luzzato)

a. The Path of The Just (Mesilat Yesharim)

b. The Way of G-d (Derech H’)

7) Biography

a. An Angel Among Men (biography of the first Chief Rabbi of Israel, Rav Avraham Yitzchak HaKohen Kook)

8) Israel

a. Lights on Orot

b. War And Peace

9) On the Calendar and Chagim (holidays)

a. The Book of Our Heritage (Eliyahu Kitov) http://www.feldheim.com/cgi-bin/category.cgi?item=0-87306-764-9 

10) Practical Mitzvah Observance
a. Friday Night and Beyond: The Shabbat Experience Step-by-Step http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1568219997 

b. Shaarei Halachah
11) The ideas behind certain Mitzvot

a. Shema (Norman Lamm) http://www.amazon.com/Shema-Spirituality-Law-Judaism/dp/082760713X
b. Tefillin-The Inside Story (Moshe Shlomo Emanuel)
12) Musar

a. Ramban-A Letter for the Ages

b. Musar for Moderns (Elyakim Krumbein)
13) Inspirational True Stories

a. Triumph (http://www.targum.com/product.php/263/triumph) 

14) Haggadah

a. The Haggadah with Answers

b. The Steinsaltz Haggadah (English Version)

15) Kabbalah

a. The Thirteen Petalled Rose (Steinsaltz)

b. Innerspace (Aryeh Kaplan)

16) History

a. WorldPerfect: The Jewish Impact on Civilization (Ken Spiro) (Note: If you would like more extensive material on Jewish history, Berel Wein’s three-volume series is truly great.)
17) To learn Hebrew
a. 501 Hebrew Verbs (Absolutely essential for anyone who has not already significantly mastered the language.) http://www.amazon.com/Hebrew-Barrons-Foreign-Langage-Guides/dp/0764137484/ref=pd_sim_b_5 
b. Oxford Dictionary: English-Hebrew/Hebrew-English http://www.amazon.com/Oxford-Dictionary-English-Hebrew-Yaakov-Levy/dp/9653070274/ref=pd_sim_b_1 

18) Tefilla (Prayer)

a. The Interlinear Schottenstein Edition Siddur, Pocketsize, weekday http://www.mesorah.com/Products/PISWAH.html 

b. The Interlinear Schottenstein Edition Siddur, Pocketsize, Shabbat and Festivals, http://www.mesorah.com/Books/pissah.html 

c. If one does not know Hebrew, he should daven in the language he understands. However, better than this is to learn what each Hebrew word means, and then daven in Hebrew. One does not have to know much Hebrew to do this. It does not even take much effort. If a person simply uses an Interlineas Siddur, after one month, the Hebrew and English words will become automatically attached in one’s mind. After a few months, an interlinear siddur is not even necessary at all.

19) Other

a. Hasidic Tales of the Holocaust (Yaffa Eliach) http://www.amazon.com/Hasidic-Tales-Holocaust-Yaffa-Eliach/dp/067972043X
b. The Juggler and the King http://www.feldheim.com/cgi-bin/category.cgi?item=0-87306-557-3
20) Books I have not read but have heard are good.

a. Eretz Yisrael in the Parashah: The Centrality of the Land of Israel in the Torah
b. Shem MiShmuel
c. Teshuva - Adin Steinsaltz
d. After The Return
e. What the Angel Taught You (Rav Noah Weinberg)

f. PURIM IN A NEW LIGHT through the writings of Rabbi Yitzchak hutner z"l
g. FOR THE LOVE OF ISRAEL AND THE JEWISH PEOPLE: Essays and Studies on Israel, Jews and Judaism
h. ACCEPTING THE YOKE OF HEAVEN: Commentary on the Weekly Torah Portion
i. REJOICE IN YOUR FESTIVALS: Penetrating Insights into Pesach, Shavuot and Sukkot

